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Global Diaspora
Confederation
At a glance

Welcome to the Global Diaspora

Confederation

 

We exist to empower diaspora

organizations for all peoples

 

The Global Diaspora

Confederation is a global

movement of diaspora

organizations working towards a

world of unity, peace and

advancement. 

 

What is a diaspora?

Diasporas are defined as

“migrants or descendants of

migrants, whose identity and

sense of belonging have been

shaped by their migration

experience and background.”

(IOM, 2019)

The challenges to Diaspora
Diasporas come from all walks of life and

have different needs according to their

migration experience and background.

Many of them are vulnerable communities

who have been forced to flee their

homeland. Diaspora organizations provide

a community from which migrants or

descendants of migrants can gain

support with issues such as humanitarian

aid, pro-bono legal assistance and tackling

discrimination. They also provide a space

where people of a common heritage can

socialize without threat of xenophobia.

For many years, diaspora organizations

have been behind the scenes and

seldom noticed, providing essential support

to their communities..

https://www.iom.int/glossary-migration-2019


Our history
GDC aims to unite, support, develop

and promote diaspora organizations

through linking with all groups

interested in global diaspora

communities. 

Our mission

Our vision
At GDC, we aspire to be world's most

united organization aiming to build an

inclusive home where all diaspora

organizations can be supported, belong

to, discover and realize their ambitions

in order to achieve peace and

advancement for all.

The vulnerable and marginalized

elements of our societies, especially

migrants, are often the most affected

sections during global emergencies.

With this in mind, the GDC was initiated

in April 2020 at the first Global Virtual

Diaspora Exchange to advocate for

those affected by the COVID-19

pandemic and the xenophobia caused

by it.

The Global Diaspora Confederation was

founded in July 2020, when it convened 230

diaspora organizations to issue a joint

statement in solidarity with diaspora

communities across the world who had been

disproportionately affected by the pandemic

and experienced a rise in xenophobia as a

result of it. The GDC has since been

progressing significantly with its plans to

expand its network, to facilitate stronger

collaborations with diaspora partners to

mobilize resources and to launch a platform

for global online consultations with diaspora

orgizations across the world. 



How the GDC is helping
overcome these
challenges

We have three
roles

To be an influential system leader

for global diaspora.

To establish and pioneer the global

industry of Diaspora Organizations

(DO).

To empower our members to

continually create impact for their

communities and societies.

The Global Diaspora Confederation brings together and speaks on behalf of diaspora

organizations that support their communities across the world. No two diasporas are the

same and we support all range of disapora organizations from refugee councils and

migrants helpline to alumni professional associations.



What we do

We believe there are over 100,000 dedicated diaspora organizations,

reaching out to support as many as 200 million people across the world.

Our mission is to combine as much of their efforts as possible to promote

unity through diversity, tackle the challenges faced by the global diaspora

themselves, and to create more opportunities for future generations of

diaspora. 

Every day, in so many ways, diaspora organizations make an incredible

difference for their diaspora communities. It is our ambition to become

their pillar of support and we welcome all diaspora stakeholders to be

part of our GDC family.

Bringing together diaspora organizations across the world

 



SupportingSharing 

We support
diaspora
organisations
through 

No one diaspora organization is the

same. We harness this positive

difference to facilitate cross-

learning between member diaspora

organizations for the benefit of

global diasporas. We believe

sharing with and learning from each

other enables more diaspora

communities to be better

supported.

We bring together diaspora

organizations to exchange best

practices. 

 While diaspora organizations focus

primarily on supporting communities

within their geographical affiliations,

sometimes challenges they face alone may

require support necessary from a global

level. We work with diaspora

organizations on their major challenges

and mobilize resources where possible to

offer assistance concern them most.

We innovate global solutions that can be

deployed locally by diaspora organizations.

Diaspora organizations vary in size, type,

resource, location, priority, language, and

culture. Many of them rely on a small number

of staff or volunteers. Despite the substantial

impact they make, the sustainability of many

organizations is always at stake. We offer

diaspora organizations access to the updated

resources, activities, trainings and

opportunities for growth and informed

decisions. Hence, we actively find new ways

to revitalize and grow the global industry of

Diaspora Organization.

We empower diaspora organizations with

opportunities to grow

Empowering



Collaborating 

Amongst the 200 million diasporas, a significant portion of them are still in

vulnerable condition. Due to unforeseen tragedies such as natural

disasters and climate change, they are forced to flee with no food, clean

water, shelter, asset and transportation. Many are even encountering

health emergencies without access to any health services. It is not

uncommon to learn how ordinary civilians despair because of having no

rights to remain in their countries of destination. They are not even able to

share their feelings due to language barriers. 

You get the picture. Humanitarian assistance for vulnerable diaspora is

always GDC’s priority. Moreover, diaspora organizations are at the

forefront of community outreach. Therefore at GDC, we facilitate

coordination, cooperation and communication for them with partners such

as humanitarian actors, government departments and UN agencies. 

We facilitate cooperation between diaspora stakeholders for positive change. 

 



Connecting with the world’s largest
network of diaspora organizations

Whether you are an established or a new diaspora organization, we invite

you to join GDC. Together, we can do more to improve the quality of life

for diasporas across the world. 

We are a global movement to support our world to recognize the

importance of diaspora organizations. Throughout the centuries, diaspora

organizations have dedicated themselves to impact so many diasporas in

need especially during tough times. 

We know your organization also provides a community where diasporas

can belong to. While you focus on supporting them, we focus on creating

more opportunities for you. By coordinating, communicating and

cooperating with your organizations, we aim to strengthen global

community cohesion that our world of diversity desperately needs. 

 

Connecting with the world’s largest network of diaspora organizations

 



Who are diaspora organizations?

Activist group of ethnic minorities

Cultural association

Community centre for a local diaspora community

Diaspora community foundation, cooperative, charity

Diaspora LGBTQIA2+ group

Diaspora Sports club

Foreign language school

Hometown association 

International friendship association

Migrant youth association

Overseas professional association

Overseas student group

Political organization of a diaspora community

Religious organization

University alumni group

Voluntary organization that supports diaspora

We often see diaspora organizations in such wide spectrum: 

 



Diaspora organizations provide support on

community advocacy, international relations,

social service provision, political lobbyism,

humanitarian assistance, cultural and social

gatherings, overseas visiting, immigrant

integration, diaspora wellbeing and safety,

language education or cross country trade

partnerships. 



We are not a diaspora organization, can we still join?

You may be governmental, intergovernmental, corporate or humanitarian aid

organizations. We welcome all diaspora stakeholders to join us as our

Affiliate Partners. Diaspora organizations need your collaborations and we

are here to facilitate. 



Begin your journey with GDC
 

From 2021, GDC will be connecting with diaspora organizations from across the

world. Your support of participation is particularly key to the global unity in this

challenging time. 

By connecting with us now, you will be updated on the latest progress and

opportunities of GDC such as this year’s Global Diaspora Week and the launch of

GDC Membership in 2022. 



GDC Membership means inclusive support, industry insights, global

networking, recognition of achievements and a voice that could possibly

reach governments at all levels. 

From 2022, we will be launching our membership application for all diaspora

organizations. You can then apply for either full membership or associate

membership according to your organization’s circumstances. 

From 2024, members that are connected with GDC for over three years have

the opportunities to apply for senior membership. Senior membership is only

available to a limited number of DOs that will have made non-financial but

distinguished contributions to GDC. 

GDC Membership
(Application starts
in 2022)



Represent your community in the world’s Diaspora Organization industry.

Stay tuned for your global industry insights and ideas.

Showcase and record your inspiring work for diasporas.

Exposure to collaborative opportunities and connections of diaspora stakeholders.

Be invited to exclusive activities of GDC and diaspora partners across the world.

Grow your diaspora organization by upskilling your team and peer sharing.

By becoming a Full
Member of GDC,
your diaspora
organization will
be able to...



For far too long, the significant contributions of diaspora organizations are were

often under-recognised. This will no longer be the case because of GDC. We are

determined to provide fair and robust assessment to members who apply to our

GDC Recognition Programme. 

Whenever we celebrate the achievements, it is not only the individual diaspora

organizations being recognized but the global diaspora community as a whole. 

GDC Recognition Programme will be open for application from 2022. 

GDC Recognition
Programme


